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PAPER ABSTRACTS 
 
Allan, Chris - The Whaler and the Prince: Tracing the Origins of the Kobuk River Gold 
Stampede – (Gateways to the Gold Rush, FRI 10:30-12, Qutekcak Tribal Office) 
At a time when the world was abuzz with news of Klondike gold, a whaling captain named Bernard 
Cogan had an idea — why not start a gold stampede of his own? Captain Cogan figured he could profit 
by convincing gold-seekers to try the distant and unproven Kobuk River above the Arctic Circle. One of 
the men who took an interest in the Kobuk was Prince Luigi of Italy.  The prince financed a group of 
prospectors who set sail on the schooner Jane Gray — the ship sank and 37 people drowned, but this 
could not stop one of Alaska’s most dramatic and least known gold stampedes 
 
Chris Allan is a historian for the National Park Service and works on topics related to Gates of the 
Arctic National Park & Preserve and Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve. Mr. Allan serves on the 
Alaska Historical Society Board and regularly contributes articles to Alaska History. 
 
Beeton, Beverly - Alaska’s Gateways Became Exits During World War I (Gateways to War, 
THURS 3:30-5, SeaLife Center, Bear Mountain) 
World War I brought Alaska’s growth to a halt and ended the Progressive Era in the Far North. Gold 
mining and railroad building declined due to shortages of workers and equipment. Many prostitutes and 
merchants, with their social reformer wives, boarded southbound steamships to follow the money. For 
many remaining, Alaska became more isolated, frightening and less profitable with the economic 
downturn, outmigration, and the January 1918 start of Alaska Prohibition outlawing alcoholic drink. The 
flu pandemic arrived in late summer 1918 with sickness, death and quarantines restricting community 
life and travel. When the war ended in November 1918, Alaska didn’t return to the booming community 
building of prewar years.  
  
Dr. Beverly Beeton holds a Ph.D. in social and intellectual history and served as Provost and Vice 
Chancellor at the University of Alaska. 
 
Biddison, Dawn - Sharing Our Resources (Extend Your Reach, THURS 1:30-3, Library Museum) 
Since the opening of the exhibition Living Our Cultures, Sharing Our Heritage: The First Peoples of 
Alaska at the Anchorage Museum, the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center has worked collaboratively 
with Alaska Native scholars and artists to document Alaska Native languages and material cultural 
heritage. The resulting educational resources – videos and lessons – are a key means of both 
disseminating information and making accessible first-hand knowledge about Alaska Native cultures to 
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learners near and far. Find out how this model can apply to your projects and enable your work to have a 
broader impact.  
 
Dawn Biddison is Assistant Curator at the Alaska office of the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center. She 
worked collaboratively with Alaska Native Elders, tribal representatives, scholars and artists on the 
website Sharing Knowledge and exhibition Living Our Cultures, Sharing Our Heritage: The First 
Peoples of Alaska. She earned her B.A. at Columbia University and University College London and her 
M.A. in anthropology at UAF, where her thesis was on contemporary Alaska Native art. 
 
Branson, John - The Kijik National Historic Landmark (Gateways to the Kenai Peninsula and 
Across Cook Inlet, FRI 10:30-12, SeaLife Center, Bear Mountain) 
The Kijik National Historic Landmark and Archeological District is a sprawling 1,900-acre landscape of 
mountains, forests, lake shores, and creeks bisected by the Kijik River located in Lake Clark National 
Park and Preserve. The Landmark was designated in 1994. The Kijik area is the ancestral home of the 
Dena’ina Athabascans of Nondalton who are thought to have lived on Lake Clark for at least 1,200 
years. The Kijik Archeological District is perhaps the largest Athabascan archeological site in Alaska. 
There are at least 270 documented winter house depressions scattered in groups and more rarely singly, 
across the 1,900 acres. The presentation will illuminate the environment, resources, and history, and 
shed light on ongoing research at Kijik. 
 
John Branson first came to the Bristol Bay region of Alaska from Maine in 1969 to teach high school 
social studies at the Bristol Bay School in Naknek. He is the historian for Lake Clark National Park and 
Preserve. He has a bachelor's degree from the Boston University School of Education. 
 
Brewster, Karen - Traditional Uses of the Exit Glacier Area of Kenai Fjords National Park in 
Seward, Alaska (Gateways to Seward History, THURS 10:30-12, SeaLife Center, Research 
Theater) 
In 2010 and 2011, oral history interviews were conducted with long-term residents of Seward about their 
lives and traditional activities in the area around Exit Glacier from 1950-1980. The interviews contain 
personal recollections of hunting, trapping, skiing, hiking, mountaineering, snowmachining, dog 
mushing, and road construction, showing that Seward residents have used the Exit Glacier area and 
larger Resurrection River Valley for a wide range of transportation, recreation, and resource harvesting 
purposes. They also reflect a longtime connection between Seward residents and their surrounding 
landscape, as well as a changing relationship with the National Park Service.  The interviews are 
available on the Exit Glacier Project Jukebox website (www.jukebox.uaf.edu/exitglacier). 
    
Karen Brewster is a Research Associate with the Oral History Program at the Rasmuson Library, 
University of Alaska Fairbanks. She holds a master’s degree in Oral History/Folklore from UAF and 
has been doing oral history and Native cultural documentation work in Alaska for more than 20 years, 
including eight years in Barrow. She is the author of two books: The Whales, They Give Themselves: 
Conversations with Harry Brower, Sr. (UA Press, 2004); and Boots, Bikes, and Bombers: Adventures of 
Alaska Conservationist Ginny Hill Woods (UA Press, 2012). 
 
Capra, Doug - Shattered Fragments…Broken Mirrors: Using Photographs To Unravel Local 
Alaska History (Gateways to Seward History, THURS 10:30-12, SeaLife Center, Research 
Theater) 
Using photographs from Seward’s past, and tales from his new book – The Spaces Between: Stories from the 
Kenai Mountains to the Kenai Fjords – Doug Capra will talk about how he uses old photographs to 
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unravel the steep, mysterious and overgrown switchbacks leading to mountains overlooking local 
history. 

 
Doug Capra is a retired teacher, former National Park Ranger, cruise ship naturalist, and writer. He 
lives in Seward with his wife, Cindy. 
 
Chan, Maggie Nga - Ethnohistory of Halibut Fishing in Southeast Alaska (Historical and 
Contemporary Importance of the Alaska Halibut Fishery, FRI 1:30-3, K.M. Rae Auditorium) 
Pacific halibut (Hippoglossus stenolepis) comprises an important component of the portfolio of species 
upon which rural communities rely in Southeast Alaska. Ethnographers have consistently documented 
the use of the halibut hook as a subsistence fishing method distinct to coastal indigenous fishers in the 
Pacific Northwest; interestingly, however, these sources provide little information on actual halibut 
harvest patterns. Through Tlingit stories and oral narratives, I will explore the importance of halibut 
fishing and use (food, barter, ceremony) to Tlingit communities, providing a connection between the 
much-studied halibut hook and actual uses. 
 
Maggie Nga Chan is currently a third-year PhD student at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Her 
research focuses on the social and biological effects of regulations on the subsistence and recreational 
halibut sectors in Alaska. 
 
Cloe, John Haile – Gateway to the Thousand Mile War (Gateways to War, THURS 3:30-5, 
SeaLife Center, Bear Mountain) 
Japanese forces bombed naval and military installations on Unalaska in the eastern Aleutians and 
occupied Attu and Kiska in the western Aleutians. Portions of all three are listed as National Historic 
Areas. The Consolidated B-24D Liberator wreckage on Atka is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. The World War II areas on Attu, Kiska and B-24 are also Valor in the Pacific sites. This 
presentation focuses on the June 2013 and 2014 visits to those remote locations aboard the M/V Puk-Uk 
and their historic significance and the need for historic preservation. 
 
John Cloe is a retired military historian, author and recipient of the Alaska Historian of the Year, 
Atwood Awards and four Air Force level awards for excellence in histories. 
 
Coen, Ross -  Owning the Ocean: Alaska Fishermen and the Japanese ‘Invasion’ of Bristol Bay, 
1937-1938 (Gateways to War, THURS 3:30-5, SeaLife Center, Bear Mountain) 
The entry by Japanese fishing vessels to Bristol Bay in 1937-38 — what Alaska salmon fishermen 
invariably referred to as an “invasion”— not only fed the fishermen’s anxiety over the imperialist 
ambitions of the Asian nation, but forced them to confront their own identity-based conceptualizations 
of the ocean environment and their presumed ownership of the salmon. This paper examines the ways 
Alaskans interacted with and understood the salmon, the physical environment of Bristol Bay, and the 
conceptual nature of ocean borders, and how those perspectives entered the political and diplomatic 
discourse on the eve of the Second World War. 
 
Ross Coen is a PhD student in History at the University of Washington and board member of the Alaska 
Historical Society. 
 
Cole, Terrence  - The Dawn of the Industrial Age in Alaska: The Fight Over Alaska’s Official 
State Seal (Gateways to Alaska Territory, THURS 10:30-12, SeaLife Center, Bear Mountain)   
After Seattle newspaperman Walter E. Clark became the governor of Alaska in 1909, he campaigned for 
the promotion of Alaska and its resources. As part of that effort he decided that the official district seal, 
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which had been created in 1885 and prominently featured Native Alaskan subsistence activities, needed 
to be updated in order to more accurately reflect the commercial and industrial potential of Alaska. 
Clark's design, which is still the official state seal of Alaska, reflects a Chamber of Commerce-style 
vision of Alaska, which some have claimed needs to be replaced. 
 
Terrence Cole is a Professor of History at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 
 
Dent, Michelle Lee - Ephemeral Fancywork: The Seward Ladies Auxiliary to the 1909 Alaska 
Yukon Pacific Exposition (Commerce and Community, THURS 1:30-3, SeaLife Center, Bear 
Mountain) 
In the lead-up to the 1909 Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposition in Seattle, the Seward Ladies Auxiliary 
assembled a “women’s work” exhibit for display amongst a broader exhibit of women’s work at the 
exposition. The exhibit included a comprehensive assortment of fancywork, wild pressed flowers, jams 
and jellies, as well as a smaller selection of Native “arts and crafts.” This paper will discuss the ways in 
which interiors and domestic space were displayed as a centerpiece of the colonial settlement and 
education campaigns throughout the communities of Alaska in the immediate aftermath of the gold rush. 
 
Dowds, Susannah  - Bread Baking and Business Savvy: Entrepreneurs in Early 20th Century 
Alaska (Commerce and Community, THURS 1:30-3, SeaLife Center, Bear Mountain) 
In a region characterized by natural resource bonanzas and subsistence, commerce in early 20th century 
Alaska and northern Canada integrated boom and bust economies with communal well-being and 
survival. On the fringes of western society, boomtowns presented unique business opportunities while 
money and gold proved worthless to fortune seekers facing supply shortages. Compassion and reciprocal 
arrangements were common in gold rush accounts as currency rapidly became integrated in rural 
settlements and in Alaska Native and First Nations communities. Many sought wealth in the North, but 
material success, often fleeting, was tempered with non-material value and increasingly cash-based local 
economies. 
 
Susannah Dowds is a carb lover and an M.A. student in the University of Alaska Northern Studies 
Program. She is currently researching the science and history of sourdough in Alaska for her thesis: 
Alaska Sourdough: Bread, Beards and Yeast. 
 
Ehrlander, Mary F. - “Lucky Swedes” at the Nome Gold Rush (Gateways to the Gold Rush, FRI 
10:30-12, Qutekcak Tribal Office) 
The term “Lucky Swede” captured the admiration and resentment aroused in the unlucky for the most 
fortunate prospectors at Nome, especially if they were aliens. This paper will demonstrate that while 
there were disproportionate numbers of Scandinavians at Nome, and more of them were Swedes than 
not, their good fortune was exaggerated because Alaskans tended to call all Scandinavians “Swedes,” 
and some called anyone with a foreign accent a Swede. This paper will account for the participation of 
Scandinavians in the Nome Gold Rush and for the overestimation of the role of Swedes. 
 
Mary Frank Ehrlander is Director of the Northern Studies Program and Professor of History at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks. In 2014 the University of Alaska Press published Seventeen Years in 
Alaska: A Depiction of Life Among the Indians of Yakutat, which Swedish Covenant Missionary Albin 
Johnson published in 1924 and Ehrlander translated from Swedish and edited. 
 
Faith, Rogan C. – Welcome Querent… I’ve Been Expecting You: Madame Cora - Soothsayer to 
the Sourdoughs (Gateways to the Gold Rush, FRI 10:30-12, Qutekcak Tribal Office) 
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Madame Cora, an adept in multiple psychic arts, traveled the Northland during the first quarter of the 
20th century. From the Yukon to Fairbanks to Seward and as far as Kanatak, when not hounded by 
small-minded authorities enforcing short-sighted laws, she revealed the future to prospectors who 
needed to know where to look for the next strike. It was a time when Houdini and his magic and Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle and his séances amazed and impacted believers. Why shouldn’t Madame Cora? 
   
Rogan C. Faith is a historian who has written on Alaska subjects as diverse as mining, the White Alice 
Communications System, Navy anti-submarine activities and healthcare in rural localities. This is his 
fifth presentation at an AHS convention. 
 
Feil, Heather  - Mount McKinley Hotel Power House (Gateways to Plans and Designs, 
THURS 3:30-5, SeaLife Center, Research Theater) 
New Deal Politics and Wilderness Tourism conjoined at the gateway to Mount McKinley 
National Park providing modern conveniences to visitors with a brand new hotel complex. A 
single-story Art Deco power house is the last remnant of the complex that created and 
accommodated the tourist influx. Constructed in 1938 as a result of 16 years of planning 
through a variety of creative funding endeavors, the power house has an interesting story to 
tell and demonstrates the continued balance of park tourism and survival within today’s 
Denali National Park and Preserve.   
   
Heather Feil is an Architectural Historian for the National Park Service's Alaska Regional Office.  Her 
work focuses on historic properties in Alaska's national parks and beyond. 
 
Figus, Elizabeth  - Historical Perspectives on the Commercial Fishery for Pacific Halibut 
(Hippoglossus stenolepis) in Southeast Alaska (Historical and Contemporary Importance of the 
Alaska Halibut Fishery, FRI 1:30-3, K.M. Rae Auditorium) 
This paper explores the impacts of research and management in the lucrative Pacific halibut fishery on 
communities in Southeast Alaska. Railroad construction in Canada and the U.S. initially spurred growth 
in this fishery at the end of the 19th century. Intensive expansion of the fishery in the early 1900s had 
alarming effects on halibut populations. This led to the formation of the International Fisheries 
Commission, which in 1923 became the International Pacific Halibut Commission. The commercial 
halibut fishery has since been heavily researched and regulated. In 1995, the Alaska Halibut and 
Sablefish IFQ Program introduced individual ownership of fishing quota to this fishery, with significant 
sociocultural effects. 
 
Elizabeth Figus is a social scientist committed to sustainable fisheries management. Her experience 
includes work in the Alaska salmon troll industry and independent research on two continents. 
 
Guffey, Lisa - Rockwell Kent: A Realist, Encouraging Alaskan Artists In an Age of Abstraction 
(Gateways to Seward Artists, SAT 9:30-11, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church) 
During the 1930s and 1940s, a clash in the American art scene took place; an art scene that had been 
dominated by realism and regionalism was turning increasingly towards abstract art.  With the art 
market turned upside‐down for realists, Rockwell Kent took strategic measures in exhibiting his works 
in order to ensure they retained their value. Kent also actively promoted the works of Alaska realist and 
regionalist artists George Ahgupuk, Ted Lambert, and Claire Fejes. 

 
Lisa Guffey is a graduate of the University of Alaska, Fairbanks, with a major in art and a minor in 
geology. She lives and works in Fairbanks with her husband and two children. 
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Higgs, Andrew, Josh Reuther, and Chris Wooley - Gateway to Nome: James L. McPherson and 
the 1914 Alaska Railroad “Kuskokwim Route” Reconnaissance Survey from Cook Inlet to 
Iditarod (Opening the Gates, SAT 9:30-11, Qutekcak Tribal Office)   
One hundred years ago, civil engineer James McPherson conducted a three-month survey from Cook 
Inlet to Iditarod to determine the feasibility of an Alaska Railroad spur route from the mainline to Nome. 
Under contract to the Alaska Engineering Commission, McPherson traveled in roughly the same area as 
the Iditarod Mail Route established in 1908. McPherson took more than 580 photographs and he 
produced 44 mapsheets detailing the topography and landscape features he encountered. This 
presentation will recount McPherson’s trip within the context of his life’s work in Alaska. 
 
“Andy” Higgs, a 1992 UAF alumnus, is a Registered Professional Archaeologist with extensive 
experience in Cultural Resource Management specific to historic and prehistoric archaeology, historic 
buildings and structures, and cultural landscapes. Mr. Higgs is the author of numerous cultural 
resource technical reports, as well as a contributor to several publications on Alaska’s history and 
archaeology. 
 
Hilton, Charles - Alaska’s Race for the Superconducting Super Collider (Gateways to Plans and 
Designs, THURS 3:30-5, SeaLife Center, Research Theater) 
Alaska has always been a gateway for technological innovation.  In 1986, the Department of Energy 
asked for site proposals for the planned Superconducting Super Collider, the world’s largest particle 
accelerator ever to be proposed.  The State of Alaska produced one of the 43 proposals submitted from 
different governments, commissions, organizations, and individuals from 25 states.  This paper explores 
the history of the proposed project, the planned Denali site, and the economic, political, and social 
influences and effects of Alaska’s proposal. 
   
Charles Hilton is an Assistant Archivist in the Alaska and Polar Regions Collections at the Rasmuson 
Library in Fairbanks. He is finishing up his master's degree in Northern Studies at UAF. 
 
Jenner, Anne  - What’s in Seattle? Alaskan History Sources at the University of Washington 
(Gateways to Libraries and Archives of the North, THURS 3:30-5, Library Museum) 
From published works to archival and photograph collections, the Pacific Northwest Collection of the 
University of Washington Libraries in Seattle provides resources on Alaska history, spanning from 1870 
through present day, that may be untapped by many researchers to the north. This paper will highlight 
some collections with Alaska connections, from exploration and discovery, to the Klondike Gold Rush, 
labor and industry, and recreation. Of particular focus will be tips to use online tools to access 
collections and to prepare your research before making a trip to our Reading Room.   
 
Anne Jenner is Pacific Northwest Curator in Special Collections at the University of Washington 
Libraries in Seattle. With an M.A. in Scandinavian Languages and Literature from the UW and an 
M.L.I.S from the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Anne joined the UW Special Collections in 
summer of 2012. Follow Anne on Twitter @pnwcurator. 
  
Korotkova, Ulyana - Circumpolar Libraries: 20th Century Northern Collections and Rarities 
(Gateways to Libraries and Archives of the North, THURS 3:30-5, Library Museum) 
The libraries of the circumpolar countries, their northern collections and rarities are defined by the 
history and characteristics of the north. The collecting practices of circumpolar library networks and the 
books in the circumpolar collections bear the marks of northern symbolism, such as extremity, hardship, 
exploration and wilderness. This paper defines terms and discusses ambiguities, evaluating trends in 
northern collecting and reviewing connections between books, collections, libraries and the north. It 
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draws upon Polar Libraries Colloquy literature, internet resources, travel literature and historic research 
in order to analyze northern circumpolar librarianship specifics and common trends. 

 
Ulyana Korotkova is a student at the University of Alaska Fairbanks (M.A. in Northern Studies, 
Northern History focus). She works at the Elmer E. Rasmuson Library as a cataloguer of Alaska and 
Polar periodicals and Alaska's Digital Archives. 
 
Loshbaugh, Shana - Demographics of the Kenai Peninsula: The History Behind the Numbers 
(Gateways to the Kenai Peninsula and Across Cook Inlet, FRI 10:30-12, SeaLife Center, Bear 
Mountain) 
Russians left erratic early reports about the Kenai Peninsula’s population. In 1880, the U.S. began 
Alaska censuses. Tables from 1900 through 1940, now available, contain a wealth of information.  Since 
the Kenai Peninsula Borough debuted in the 1970 census, we have an array of data at the borough level.  
Recently, new borough, state, and federal sources provide supplemental information. Changing local 
demographics over more than a century show the influence of events such as the Swanson River oil 
strike and the 1964 earthquake. They also document historical themes such as colonialism, population 
growth, resource-based economies, and shifting social power dynamics. 
 
Shana Loshbaugh lived on the Kenai Peninsula for 20 years, but now resides in Fairbanks. In May she 
received a doctoral degree in environmental history from UAF, for a dissertation about the history of 
the Kenai River Watershed. 
 
Main, Emily Kathryn - The History of Head Start, From the War on Poverty Through the 21st 
Century: Alaska’s Link to Nearly 50 Years of Early Childhood Education in the United States 
(Opening the Gates, SAT 9:30-11, Qutekcak Tribal Office)   
Head Start, an early childhood education program launched in 1965 as part of the War on Poverty, 
represented a new vision for America. Head Start’s architects believed that if poor children were given 
assistance to put them on equal footing with middle-class children when they entered kindergarten, they 
would be able to break the cycle of poverty that crippled generations of America’s poor. Nearly 50 years 
later, this program operates nationwide and throughout Alaska’s diverse communities. From the first 
grant ASCAP received in 1965, through later organizations such as RurAL CAP, Fairbanks Native 
Association and ThrivAlaska, Head Start continues to prepare Alaska youth as leaders of tomorrow.   
 
Emily Main is a Northern Studies graduate student at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, an Early 
Childhood Educator, and the Interim Health and Safety Coordinator at the Fairbanks Native 
Association. Her Master’s Project focuses on a case study of  Alaska Native Head Start Programs as 
gateways of birth-to-five education in Alaska, illustrating FNA’s role in the Interior as an avenue to 
Early Childhood Education for both Native and non-Native children over the last two decades. 
 
McCracken, Catherine - Finding Van Empel (Gateways to Seward Artists, SAT 9:30-11, St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church) 
In the 1920s, artist Jan Van Empel (Dutch, 1880-1931) traveled to Alaska, painting in and around Sitka, 
Kodiak, Juneau, Kenai, and Seward.  His largest known work is the reredos at St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church in Seward, commissioned in 1925. His works are owned by private collectors and in the 
collections of the Baranov Museum, the Alaska State Museum, the Anchorage Museum at Rasmuson 
Center, and the Seward Community Library and Museum. A biography of Van Empel’s life and selected 
works will be presented. Participants will be invited to share their insights to expand the knowledge base 
about this little-known artist. The McCrackens are collectors of works by Jan Van Empel and have been 
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researching the artist for many years. Their research included a trip by three family members to Alaska 
in 2008.  
 
Catherine McCracken is a solo practitioner mediator and trainer based in San Francisco with 20-plus 
years of diverse experience in environmental and public issue dispute resolution, collaborative problem 
solving, and facilitation.  
 
Monteith, Daniel  - An Ethnohistorical Examination of the Significance of Halibut for the Tlingit 
(Historical and Contemporary Importance of the Alaska Halibut Fishery, FRI 1:30-3, K.M. Rae 
Auditorium) 
Much of the ethnographic literature characterizes the Tlingit as a people of the salmon. While there is 
great respect for and reliance on salmon the Tlingit historically had a very diverse subsistence portfolio.  
Halibut was one species that made a very significant contribution but is very under-represented in most 
ethnographies. This work will open up new avenues of research about the significance of Halibut. 

 
Daniel Monteith is an Associate Professor of Anthropology at the University of Alaska Southeast. 
 
Pajak-Sappah, Barbara - Eyak: Language Revitalization through Technology (Extend Your 
Reach, THURS 1:30-3, Library Museum) 
It started with vision. Marie Smith-Jones knew a “little bird from far away” would come and revitalize 
our People. Today, the Eyak People, young and old, are learning the language and culture. This 
presentation will guide you through the revitalization journey of the Eyak People, describe the lessons 
learned along the way, and explore the new interactive e-learning language program. 
   
Barbara Pajak-Sappah is the granddaughter of Marie Smith-Jones; the last full-blooded Eyak who 
passed away in 2008. Rarely hearing Eyak as a child, she became motivated to learn the Eyak language 
and culture after the birth of her two children. She currently serves as the Community Coordinator for 
dAXunhyuu - revitalizing the Eyak language. She also holds a professional full-time position as well as 
pursuing her Ed.D. in Organization Development. 
 
Pels, Jackie – “There’s a Freedom Here” (Gateways to Seward History, THURS 10:30-12, SeaLife 
Center, Research Theater) 
The ship carrying 12-year-old Hazel Sheldon and her mother from Seattle sailed triumphantly into 
Resurrection Bay in autumn 1901, only to sail back out again after the captain’s conversation with the 
family homesteading the future site of Seward – the Centennial had been headed to Iliamna Bay. In 
1908 Hazel returned as the wife of the new town’s future mayor, L.V. Ray; two years later, their infant 
daughter was brought home to Seward, where she has lived most of her 104 years. Patricia Ray 
Williams knows her beloved town indoors and out. We’ll share some unexpected stories from her new 
memoir. 
   
Jackie Pels was born in Seward and grew up in a series of Alaska villages. As Hardscratch Press she 
has edited and published more than 20 books of “real people’s history,” including her own Unga Island 
Girl [Ruth's Book]; Any Tonnage, Any Ocean, and Family After All, Vol. II, the story of the Jesse Lee 
Home at Seward. 
 
Philippe, Amber - Paved With Ice: John Muir’s Road to the Glacial Gospel (Gateways to Alaska 
Territory, THURS 10:30-12, SeaLife Center, Bear Mountain) 
Upon spending his first winter in the Yosemite Valley, John Muir wrote his mentor, Jeanne Carr, “I am 
dead & gone to heaven.” Overwhelmed with the glacial magnificence of the Sierra Nevada, this first 
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winter in California began a lifelong obsession with glaciers and their spiritual importance to an 
increasingly industrialized world. Muir’s intellectual and spiritual pursuits led him throughout the 
Sierras and ultimately to Alaska, where his notions of glacial movement were proven in the churning ice 
of Glacier Bay. Gazing out upon the pristine wilderness, Muir was inspired to write, for the first time, 
his glacier gospel. 
 
Amber Philippe is a Ph.D. student at UAF. Her research explores the cultural history of glaciers 
through time and across continents. 
 
Ringsmuth, Katherine - From Tents To Towers: A Century of Maps of Alaska’s Largest City 
(Gateways to Plans and Designs, THURS 3:30-5, SeaLife Center, Research Theater) 
This Centennial project tells the story of how Anchorage emerged from a railroad camp to Alaska’s 
urban center over 10 decades. Approximately 100 maps span a broad spectrum of Anchorage history, 
representing themes such as exploration, military expeditions, railroad construction, community growth, 
homesteads, canneries, trails and trade, aviation, military sprawl, earthquake and volcano impacts, 
recreation and the area’s cultural footprint. Many of the Anchorage maps were designed for practical 
purposes while others reveal big ideas that never came to fruition. Whether pragmatists or dreamers, 
their makers provide insight about the city’s changing identity and values. The maps directed society on 
a path to the future. And for today’s Anchorage residents, they are treasures that show us how we 
arrived. 
 
Katherine Ringsmuth is the Senior Curator of the Alaska Gallery at the Anchorage Museum. 
 
Schneider, William - When the Backyard Became Crowded: Tanana Valley Indians at the Turn of 
the Century (Gateways to Alaska Territory, THURS 10:30-12, SeaLife Center, Bear Mountain) 
After years of indirect contact with traders, prospectors, and missionaries on the Yukon River, Tanana 
Valley Indians found their heartland a destination for thousands of newcomers seeking opportunities the 
country could provide. This paper explores the nature of the contacts from both Western and Native 
perspectives and assesses the impact indirect contact had on preparing the Natives for the prospectors, 
traders, and churchmen that came to play significant roles in their lives. 
 
William Schneider is a retired professor from UAF where, over the years, he had the pleasure to meet 
and interview many of the people who make Alaska such an interesting place to live. 
 
Seale, Rachel - Gateways to our Archives (Gateways to Libraries and Archives of the North, 
THURS 3:30-5, Library Museum)   
Star Archives and Alaska Digital Archives serve as gateways to the historical manuscript, and 
photograph collections and university archives at the Alaska and Polar Regions Collections & Archives 
(APR). I will have a poster demonstrating efficient ways to search Star Archives and the Alaska Digital 
Archives for our collections and highlight some of them. Search terms will be “transportation” and 
“travel”.  
 
Rachel Seale has been an archivist at the Alaska and Polar Regions Collections and Archives since 
December 2009. She attended her first AHS meeting in 2010. 
 
Senkowsky, Sonya - Beyond ‘A Day’ (Extend Your Reach, THURS 1:30-3, Library Museum) 
Upon the 40th anniversary of Bristol Bay Native Corporation and with debate roiling over a 
controversial proposed mine, BBNC launched a crowd-sourced video project to remind its Alaska 
Native shareholders of their shared values related to people, traditions and land. Three years later, the 
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15-minute “Day in Our Bay” video and additional supplementary videos and other educational materials 
are part of the Anchorage School District social studies curriculum and used in employee trainings. Our 
experience demonstrates the staying power of a thoughtfully developed, authentic approach. 
 
Sonya Senkowsky is Senior Creative Consultant with Bristol Bay Resource Solutions. A content creator 
for more than 20 years, Day in Our Bay project manager Sonya Senkowsky has lived in Alaska since 
1996 and has worked with BBNC and its subsidiaries in various capacities since 2005. She earned her 
M.A. in Journalism from the University of Maryland, and her B.A. from La Salle University. She is co-
author of Alaska Then and Now: Anchorage, Juneau & Fairbanks and Alaska’s South Coastal Wildlife 
Viewing Guide. 
 
Swanson, Marc - The Nuts and Bolts of The Creation of a DVD for use in Classrooms.....and other 
Tylenol Moments (Gateways to Seward History, THURS 10:30-12, SeaLife Center, Research 
Theater) 
In 2013-14, Marc Swanson was commissioned by Kenai Mountains Turnagain Arm National Heritage 
Area (KMTA) to develop a DVD based curriculum for students. The purpose was to make history come 
alive in the classroom...the result became something much bigger. This session will share the evolution 
of the project: how the tone and focus was determined, the strategies, the successes, the challenges, and 
the wonderful surprises that lead to the creation of the DVD. The goal of this session is to provide 
organizations a realistic look at creating a high quality project at a very economical cost. 
 
Marc Swanson, a Seward resident, is a former Alaska teacher, National Park Ranger, and 
environmental educator. 
 
Topkok, Sean Asiqłuq - Native Ways of Collaborating (Extend Your Reach, THURS 1:30-3, 
Library Museum) 
The Alaska Native Knowledge Network (ANKN) was established to share and promote the exchange of 
cultural resources and knowledge among Indigenous communities throughout Alaska and beyond. In 
selecting culturally relevant materials for the website and other collections, we have sought to reach 
beyond the surface features of Indigenous cultural practices and illustrate the potential for comparative 
study of deep knowledge drawn from both the Native and Western knowledge streams. 
 
Sean Asiqłuq Topkok has been with the Alaska Native Knowledge Network since April 1997. He also 
teaches at the University of Alaska Fairbanks and is a doctoral candidate in the Indigenous Studies 
program. 
 
Troll, Tim - Bristol Bay and the Spanish Influenza Epidemic (Gateways to Disaster, FRI 1:30-3, 
Qutekcak Tribal Office) 
In April of 1919, despite quarantine efforts, the Spanish Influenza epidemic entered Bristol Bay. Until 
the cannery ships arrived in May there were only three trained medical personnel available to help, and 
they too had been touched by the flu – nurses Mary Connelly and Rhoda Rae and Dr. Linus H. French.  
They were the staff at Kanakanak Hospital in present-day Dillingham. I propose to frame this story with 
recently discovered photographs of the orphans of the flu and documents describing how the horrific 
conditions caused by the flu were addressed by hospital staff, the canneries and the U.S. Government. 
 
Tim Troll is the Executive Director of the Bristol Bay Heritage Land Trust. He is co-curator with John 
Branson of the exhibit Sailing for Salmon: 125 Years of Commercial Fishing in Alaska's Bristol Bay, 
currently traveling in the Lower 48. He is also author of the book of the same name. 
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Vandegraft, Douglas L. – The Notorious Bars of Alaska (Commerce and Community, THURS 
1:30-3, SeaLife Center, Bear Mountain) 
Bars have operated in Alaska since at least 1869. The remoteness of Alaska, seasonal darkness and 
loneliness created a tremendous need to socialize, which provided a unique niche for bars to prosper.  
Regardless of two periods of alcohol prohibition, the bars of Alaska continue to thrive today. There are 
currently five bars in Alaska that have been in continuous operation since 1933, when the most recent 
Prohibition ended. The paper and presentation will provide a short history of alcohol and bars in Alaska, 
followed by the histories of some of the most famous Alaskan bars, including the four notorious bars of 
Seward. 
 
Doug Vandegraft is a former Alaskan now living near Washington D.C. He is a professional 
cartographer, and currently works as the Chief of the Mapping and Boundary Branch for the Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management. 
 
Vanderlugt, Russell W. - Born in a Barn? The Birthplace of William H. Seward (Gateways to 
Seward Artists and More, SAT 9:30-11, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church) 
William H. Seward was born in Florida, N.Y., on May 16, 1801. During the last two years, the village of 
Florida has gained title to Seward's homestead, which consists of a carriage house (Seward's birthplace), 
the Victorian “Mapes” House, and approximately two acres of surrounding land. A matching-funds 
grant was received from the New York State Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation Fund in the 
amount of $400,000 to facilitate initial preservation and restoration at the site. The purpose of this 
photo-documentary is to provide an update on the current status of not-for-profit efforts 
(www.sewardhomestead.org) occurring at the birthplace of the man responsible for negotiating the 
purchase of Alaska. 
 
Major Russ Vanderlugt was recently reassigned to Ft. Wainwright where he serves as Brigade Aviation 
Officer. Previously, he taught in the History Department of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, 
and served as assistant Professor of Military Science at Embry-Riddle University in Prescott, Ariz. Maj. 
Vanderlugt holds degrees from Embry-Riddle, University of Alaska, and Wheaton College (Illinois).  
 
 
Wagner, Forest - Conceptions of Alaska (Gateways to Plans and Designs, THURS 3:30-5, SeaLife 
Center, Research Theater) 
Alaska as a historical and contemporary place is best understood by examining the geographic 
relationship between humans and the environment. To explore this category, the paper uses period and 
academic publication, and referential historical events. Following an American environmental history 
timeline coupled with the major periods in Alaska’s modern history, Reconstruction to Territorial Status 
(1865-1912), Territorial Status to Statehood (1912-1958), Statehood to the Alaska National Interest 
Land Claims Act [ANILCA] (1959-1980), the paper concludes by summarizing conceptions of Alaska, 
arguing it a keystone space in the evolving values and attitudes of society. 
   
Forest Wagner lives in Juneau and coordinates the Outdoor Studies Program at the University of 
Alaska Southeast. Forest teaches classes in Outdoor Leadership and Mountaineering and leads 
climbing and skiing expeditions to remote corners of Alaska. 
 
Widman, Benjamin - Redefining Distance: Alaskan Aviation’s Social, Cultural, and Economic 
Impact, 1920-1960 (Opening the Gates, SAT 9:30-11, Qutekcak Tribal Office)   
Distance has always been a major issue in Alaska. Russia sold Alaska in 1867 not only because the fur 
trade declined, but also because Russia could no longer sustain its distant colony. Later, as Alaska 



	   12	  

fought to be admitted as a state, distance played a defining role because of its separation from the 
contiguous United States. As Stephen Haycox has shown, while Alaska was never officially described as 
a colony, U.S. policies reflected otherwise. Within the state, distance defined the relationships among 
villages, towns, and cities. The advent of aviation redefined the role of distance and initiated a dramatic 
shift in Alaska’s social, cultural, and economic landscape.  
 
Ben Widman is a graduate student seeking his M.A. degree in the Northern Studies Program with an 
emphasis in history at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Currently, he works for the Western History 
Association as a research assistant and aspires to attain a Ph.D. in history after finishing his M.A. 
 
Wohlforth, Eric – Financing 1964 Earthquake Reconstruction: LBJ, Egan and Congress 
(Gateways to Disaster, FRI 1:30-3, Qutekcak Tribal Office) 
The financing of reconstruction after the 1964 earthquake was an outstanding example of state-federal 
cooperation, led by President Johnson.  Johnson was on the phone just after midnight on the day after 
the quake for damage reports.  He flew the Alaska senators to Anchorage and convened a meeting in the 
White House the following Wednesday to appoint a committee, headed by Sen. Clinton Anderson, to 
oversee reconstruction. That same day he persuaded the senate leadership to interrupt the Civil Rights 
bill filibuster to pass the first $50 million relief bill. All the political stars were in alignment with 
Democrats in all the key positions, including Governor Egan. Together their efforts produced a 
remarkably quick and generous reconstruction package.    
  
Eric Wohlforth was Alaska’s Commissioner of Revenue from 1970 to 1972 and later a Trustee and 
Chair of the Permanent Fund Board of Trustees. He is a longtime Anchorage lawyer with a history 
degree from Princeton and various master’s degrees, including a 2011 M.A. in Philosophy and English 
from UAA. 
 
Yaeger, Jan and Leslie McCartney - Seldovia Village Tribe Project Jukebox (Gateways to the 
Kenai Peninsula and Across Cook Inlet, FRI 10:30-12, SeaLife Center Bear Mountain) 
The Seldovia Village Tribe has partnered with the University of Alaska Fairbanks to create a Project 
Jukebox about their unique community. This presentation will be an unveiling of the new Project 
Jukebox, which will still be in development. The presentation will feature video interviews of Seldovia 
residents describing their community and its traditions.  We also hope to have archival photos and 
perhaps film footage available on the site by the time of the conference.  
  
Jan Yaeger is the curator of the Seldovia Museum. 
 
Leslie McCartney is Assistant Professor and Curator of the Oral History Collection at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks. 
      
Zorzetto, Alicia and Leslie McCartney – Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Project Jukebox (Gateways to 
Disaster, FRI 1:30-3, Qutekcak Tribal Office) 
March 24, 2014 marked the 25th anniversary of the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Prince William Sound. The 
Prince William Sound Regional Citizens Advisory Council has partnered with the University of Alaska 
to create a Project Jukebox wherein new and archived interviews of those affected by the oil spill 
disaster tell their stories. Archival photographs and film footage is also woven into the stories on the 
website. This presentation will not only introduce the project but will feature and play selected 
highlights of interviews to show the diversity of recordings that are available online about this incident. 
 
Leslie McCartney is Assistant Professor and Curator of the Oral History Collection at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks. 


